
MAKE A POSTER BASED ON ONE OF TWO SCENARIOS

1.  Let us imagine that Mulan, a super-hero in Chinese folklore, is reincarnated as the leader of a women’s 
battalion of the Taiping hakka army. This peasant army travelled along the waterways north of Guangzhou to 
Wuhan and Nanjing. The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom proclaimed women equal to men and put an end to the 
practice of footbinding. Mulan raids a town in Wuhan where footbinding continues to be practiced. She takes all 
the girls and unmarried women back to the island fortress held by the Taiping. After two years, Mulan secures 
a solemn pledge from the town council to stop footbinding and then she returns those captives who are willing 
to rejoin their families.

2.  To avoid conscription into the Manchu army, Mulan’s father boards a ship taking men hired to build the 
western railroad in Canada. She does not hear from him in two years. She disguises herself as a young man 
seeking work in Canada and on arrival she gets a job as a tea server to railroad workers. In the middle of winter, 
her father and the gang he leads are building a bridge connecting two steep mountains. Many of them die from 
falls or from being blown up by explosives. Just before the bridge can be completed, Mulan’s father and faithful 
followers attempt to blow up the bridge, but they do not succeed. They then cut off the queue (pigtail) required 
of them by the Manchu government, making it impossible for them to return to China without being arrested. 
Mulan finds her father and followers living in a half-empty aboriginal village.

GUIDELINES

Your poster will be judged primarily on creativity and imagination. Research is not required, but the following 
books could be useful:

1) Dorothy Ko. Every Step a Lotus: Shoes for Bound Feet. The Bata Shoe Museum, 2001.
2) Paul Yee. A Superior Man. Arsenal Pulp Press, 2015.
3) Maxine Hong Kingston. The Woman Warrior. Vintage, 1975.

DUE DATE: June 17, 2021

ELIGIBILITY: You must be enrolled in a Greater Toronto high school or college, or be a university undergrad, 
in the Greater Toronto area.

YOU CAN USE ANY MEDIUM. LANDSCAPE ORIENTATION PREFERRED.

MAKE A LETTER-SIZE COLOUR PHOTOCOPY OF YOUR ORIGINAL. 
WRITE YOUR NAME, E-MAIL ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER ON THE BACK OF THIS PHOTOCOPY. 
WRITE ALSO THE NAME OF YOUR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION. 
YOUR SUBMISSION WILL NOT BE RETURNED. YOU WILL BE CONTACTED ONLY IF YOU ARE 
SHORTLISTED. FUTURE RIGHTS BELONG TO TORONTO HAKKA CONFERENCE.

MAIL OR COURIER YOUR SUBMISSION TO:
Toronto Hakka Conference, 117 Village Gate Drive, Markham ON L6C 1V5.

PRIZE: $500 for each scenario plus five tickets to the 6th Toronto Hakka Conference, July 10-11, 2021, virtual 
from York University.

MULAN POSTER COMPETITION


